FOSTER WAR MEMORIAL ARTS CENTRE
2019-2020 President’s Report

Our small Committee has continued to work hard this year to maintain and improve
the building and fixtures of the Foster War Memorial Arts Centre. This building is the
most well-known and utilized public facility in the Corner Inlet area.

This year has been exceedingly difficult owing to the closure of the facility from the
22" of March to the 20" of June this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Even at the
present time usage is severely restricted to small groups with the auditorium unable
to be used. Our income has subsequently been severely affected.

Last year we had a break in at the hall when the money box for the heating system
was jemmied off the wall and the contents of approximately $200 in coins stolen. Our
caretaker Robert has repaired this unit and we are in the process of installing CCTV
consisting of 4 cameras around the building and DVR with hard disk drive. This
system along with cabling was kindly donated by Jeffre Klemm of Basel0 security
systems.

We have erected a small shed on a concrete base at the rear of the building to house
equipment for the Farmer’s Market. Much of the funding was obtained through the
Shire Emergency Grant system. This work was carried out by our caretaker with the
concreting performed by a contractor. This has allowed the small room which housed
the equipment to be furnished as a consulting room and used by Youth Assist to
accommodate a Head-Space professional.

The Shire has improved the rear car parking and service area by spreading gravel.
However, sealing of this area would be the best long-term option. Future
improvements we would like to see for the centre include a split system air
conditioner for the Senior Citizen’s room, a new ceiling and lighting in the supper
room, new external lamps on the front portico and a moveable banner frame to
publicize upcoming events.

Usage of the Arts Centre has been well down with the facility closed for 3 months
and currently still only open for limited use. Individual bookings for the first 9 months
of the year totaled 196 from many user groups and individuals. These included public
and private functions, performances, meetings, weddings, and funerals. Users have
made use of all the facilities in the centre, namely the auditorium, stage, supper
room, meeting room and the Senior Citizen’s library and meeting room which they
generously allow to be used by the Youth Assist. A list of all main user groups is
included in this report.

Our long standing committee member Joyce Simpson has resigned and | thank her
for her many years of service However, we need we to increase our membership
which is now down to 6 in the coming year as this is a major venue requiring quality
administration.



User groups 2019 - 2020

Foster Arts, Music and Drama Association
Foster Youth Assist Clinic

Prom Coast U3A

South Gippsland Farmers Market
Foster Secondary College

Friends of the Corner Inlet Library
South Gippsland Shire Council
Lisa Pellin Dance School

Susie Green School of Dancing
Foster RSL Sub Branch

South Gippsland Free Style Karate
Foster Football and Netball Club
Foster Cricket Club

Country Women'’s Association
Parks Victoria

NDIS

SG Action

IGA

DELWP

South Gippsland Hospital Auxiliary
South Gippsland Action Group
Foster Primary School

Department of Justice

Peter Clyne
20th July 2020



